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“With the help of God, I, Sr. Maria Leah, have studied your rule and have lived among you as your Sister for the time of probation.  I now ask…that I may dedicate myself to God and make my profession in this religious community of Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate.”
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With  these  words at  Mass  on  January 25, Sr. Maria Leah asked to make her first vows, after completing two years of novitiate.  As the ceremony further says, we are “already consecrated to God by water and the Holy Spirit.”  Like the young man in the Gospels, some are called by God to go beyond living a good life to living the Gospel counsels.  What a privilege to be called, and how grateful we are that Sr. Maria Leah responded to the call and joyfully made her vows as a Parish Visitor of Mary Immaculate.

At our first profession of vows we receive our black veil and the medallion of the Immaculate Conception.  Mary Immaculate, as shown in the picture on top of this page and on our medallion, is the patroness of our community and our model in contemplation and in reaching out to others in their need.  We remember that in the Visitation, right after hearing the stupendous news that she was to be the Mother of God, Mary went to Elizabeth, while pondering God’s message in her heart.

January 25 is also the anniversary of the day our foundress received the inspiration to begin this community, where women, “formed in the contemplative spirit, go out in search of the lost lambs and bring them back to the fold by means of Christian instruction.”  We thank God that Mother Mary Teresa Tallon said a generous “yes” to God’s call!

A few days before Sr. Maria Leah’s vows, several Parish Visitors took a very early bus trip to Washington, D.C. for the Right to Life march.  Perhaps some of you were there, too, or took part in local activities.  Let’s hope that these marches will not be necessary much longer!

Also in January, Sr. Theresa Marie and I attended the FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University Students) convention in Baltimore.  This was a dynamic and faith-filled weekend with about a thousand young adults, all on fire for the Lord!

Fr. Benedict Groeschel, whom some of you know from EWTN, again visited our community in January to give us a conference on Blessed John Henry Newman.  One of the things Father told us was this quote from Blessed John Newman:  “God has created me to do Him some definite service; He has committed some work to me which he has not committed to another.”  This applies to you, too.  What is God asking of you?

A child asked one of our Sisters,  “Sister, when you were born, what did your Mommy and Daddy say when they saw that they had a baby nun?”     

No, we weren’t born as nuns, but at some point, God called, and we answered.  Is He calling you?  Are you willing to follow?  Pray to Him for the grace to know what he is asking of you, and for the courage to follow!  Yes, it takes courage, but He will give it, if we but ask!

If you’d like to get to know us better, just email or phone me, and we can get better acquainted.  At present our Come and Sees are done individually, at a time convenient for you.  We’d be happy to hear from you.

May God bless you now and always.  He loves you so much—love Him deeply in return!

 

                                                                             Sincerely in Jesus,             

                                                                                         Sister Dolores Marie, P.V.M.I.
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